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Item No. 01            Court No. 1
   

  

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL  

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 
 

 
 
 

Original Application No. 935/2018  
(I.A. No. 342/2019) 

 (illegal sand mining is taking place causing damage to Krishna river 
and the local environment in Vijayawada near the official residence of 

the Chief Minister) 
 

Anumolu Gandhi        Applicant(s) 

 
Versus 

 

State of Andhra Pradesh                Respondent(s) 
 
  

Date of hearing: 19.12.2019 
 
 
 

CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE ADARSH KUMAR GOEL, CHAIRPERSON 

  HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE S.P WANGDI, JUDICIAL MEMBER  
    HON’BLE DR. NAGIN NANDA, EXPERT MEMBER 

  

For Applicant (s): Mr. Sravan Kumar, Advocate  

For Respondent(s): Mr. R. Venkata Ramani, Senior Advocate, Mr. G.N. 

Reddy, Mr. T. Vijaya Bhaskar Reddy, Advocates for  

State of Andhra Pradesh 
 Mr. Vipra Bhardwaj, Advocate for CPCB 

 Mr. TVS Raghavendra Sreyas, Advocate for State PCB 

    

 
 

 

 

 

ORDER 

 

1. The question for consideration is the remedial action against 

the illegal mining in the name of desilting in the State of 

Andhra Pradesh damaging river Krishna and the environment.  

After considering the matter in the light of report dated 

02.01.2019 by joint Committee of CPCB and the State PCB that 

mining being conducted was unscientific and damaging the 

environment, the Tribunal vide order dated 04.04.2019 

required the State of Andhra Pradesh to deposit a sum of Rs. 

100 Crores to be recovered from the violaters of law.  It was 

found that the illegal mining was in violation of judgement of 

the Hon’ble Supreme Court in Deepak Kumar v. State of 

Haryana, (2012) 4 SCC 629. 
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2. In the light of order of the Hon’ble Supreme Court dated 

09.05.2019, the State of Andhra Pradesh has moved this 

Tribunal by way of an application which was considered on 

23.07.2019. The plea of the State of Andhra Pradesh was that 

desilting was being done by Inland Waterways Authority of 

India without adversely affecting the environment.  

 

3. The Tribunal directed a study of Environment Impact 

Assessment (EIA) including replenishment study which is pre-

requisite before desilting is done.  In view of CPCB report dated 

04.07.2019 further time was given to the State of Andhra 

Pradesh with reference to the observations in the report as 

follows:- 

 

“A large number of dead shells of bivalves and 

gastropods were observed in the sand deposited at the 
bank of Krishna River. This indicates that the benthic 
fauna may be affected due to sand mining. Similarly, 
large numbers of avifauna were also observed in all the 
mining locations. Hence, a detailed study on avifauna, 
aquatic flora and fauna including benthic community is 
required to assess the extent of damage. 
 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  It is recommended that a detailed study covering 
scope of work mentioned in Annexure - 2 is to be carried 
out. 
 

2.  As such no physical damage to the river and 
associated structures has occurred except at 
Lingayapalem and Rayapudi where extensive sand 
mining has been carried out. It is recommended that a 
detailed land survey is to be carried out at both the said 
places for assessing the volume of sand required to 
restore the floodplain. Once the volume of sand required 
for restoration of floodplain shall be assessed then the 
cost of the restoration shall be estimated accordingly. 
 

3.  Due to non-availability of the bathymetric survey of 
the reservoir extending up to its fetch, the committee 
could not assess the extent of mining from the river bed. 
In view of this, it is recommended that bathymetric 
survey of the reservoir is to be carried out for the 
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assessment of depth of mining and siltation in the 
reservoir. 
 

4.  The detailed study based on the scope of the work 
mentioned at Annexure-2 shall be assigned to a reputed 
institution based on the expertise. The Hon'ble NGT is 
also requested to identify the funding agency who will 
provide funds for meeting the consultancy fee of the 
Institute. 
 

5.  It is to inform that the nominated representative 
from Madras School of Economics, Chennai is not 
responding to the communications made from CPCB 
related to committee and not attending any meetings, site 
visit or discussions of the committee constituted in 
compliance to the Hon'ble NGT directions.” 

 

 
4. Within the time given till 02.09.2019, no report was filed. The 

matter was deferred to 26.09.2019 then to 30.10.2019 and 

finally to today. 

 

5. An application has now been filed on 17.12.2019 seeking 

further time. Having regard to the fact that a period of five 

months has already passed after the last order, prayer seeking 

more time cannot be held to be bonafide.  Explanation that 

study is taking time is untenable. The study could have 

certainly been conducted till now. Moreover, any such study 

has to be credible and independent and by an institute of 

repute with the involvement of the CPCB which does not 

appear to be the proposal of the State.  The study has to be 

expeditious in view of continuing damage to the environment 

and material available on record.   

 

6. Accordingly, last opportunity is given for a credible study by an 

institute of repute with involvement of the CPCB within one 

month from today failing which the Tribunal will have no 

option except to require the State of Andhra Pradesh to deposit 

a sum of Rs. 100 Crores with the CPCB. 
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List for further consideration on 14.02.2020.  

 

 
 

 

 
Adarsh Kumar Goel, CP 

 

 
S.P Wangdi, JM 

 

  
                                   Dr. Nagin Nanda, EM 

 
                                   

December 19, 2019 
Original Application No. 935/2018  
A 

 


